
 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellow Hamptonians, 

 
We have been blessed to witness an historic moment in time, the Inauguration of the first 
African American President of the United States of America, Barack Obama. His ascension to 
President has been a reminder to us all that when we prepare, work hard, stay focused, 
embrace innovation, remain patient, communicate often, welcome change, and inspire hope- 
we CAN accomplish our goals. While we are facing many challenges, a depressed economy, 
wars on multiple fronts, global warming, ñPossibilities are Unlimited.ò  
 
President Obama has asked us to sacrifice for our country and now I am asking you to 
sacrifice for the well being of our alma mater. What does this mean? It means we can no 
longer expect someone else to take care of our ñHome by the Sea.ò It is incumbent upon those 
of us who have directly benefitted from Hampton to be its source of support during these 
challenging times. How can we support? We can all give of our time, talent, and treasure. I am 
asking you to reorder your priorities- prepare to make sure that Hampton survives during this 
economic crisis. If you have only a dollar, I am asking you to give a portion of that dollar to 
Hampton. If you only have ten minutes to spare, I am asking you to give a portion of your time 
to support the work of the National Hampton Alumni Association, Inc. Whatever your gift, I am 
asking you to think about how you can share it in support of Hampton. The time is NOW. We 
cannot let our University down. We must be there ready and willing to answer the call- ñYes, 
we can! Yes, we will! We must preserve the Hampton legacy- we want future generations of 
Hamptonians to look back at this point in time and say, ñYes, we did! 
 
It is incumbent upon us to not only prepare personally to support our University, but we must 
also prepare our association. The National Hampton Alumni Association, Inc. must position 
itself so that it is prepared to seize opportunities and mitigate threats. In order to do this, 
NHAA, Inc. must have a strategic plan that establishes a shared blueprint that will guide us as 
we transform in preparation for the future.  Jacqueline Rogers (ô71), Chair, Organizational 
Effectiveness is leading us in our strategic planning effort. We have designed an inclusive 
process that will engage all of our stakeholders. Please take a few minutes and take our alumni 
survey. CLICK HERE and share with us your ideas and suggestions. Let your voice count!  
 
I look forward to your feedback.  
 
Yours in the Hampton Spirit, 

 
Patricia Larkins Hicks, Ph.D. 
President 
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FIRST VICE PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

 

First Vice President 
Joan McMillan Wickham 

         
        Greetings fellow Alumni. Reunion Weekend is swiftly approaching and that means that the classes of 1959, 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 
1984, 1989, 1994, 1999, 2004 and the Emeritus Class are preparing to return to your ñHome by the Seaò. If you are a member of one of 
these classes and you have not received any information about your class reunion, please contact me or the Alumni Affairs Office 
immediately so that we can get you registered with your class. Reunion Weekend is May 8-10, 2009. I will hold a final conference call at 
the end of April with all class leaders regarding reunion weekend. If you need assistance with the planning of your reunion please donôt 
hesitate to call me, I am here to assist you. I am sure that all of the classes will surpass your giving goals with ñPossibilities Unlimitedò. 
 
       The final edition of the Newsletter for this year will be published on June 12, 2009. Letôs fill this Spring Edition with lots of wonderful 
articles and pictures of alumni who are letting their lives do the singing. All articles and pictures can be submitted to me via e-mail by May 
22, 2009 at jwickham@nhaainc.org or imladyj@aol.com. Please keep in mind the next dates for the Newsletter are as follows: 
 

Article Due Date                       Newsletter Publication Date 
                                  
                                                 May 22, 2009                           June 12, 2009 
 
       Thank you to all of you who submitted letters for this Winter Edition. Keep in mind that we are going green, ñYes We Canò, therefore 
the Newsletter will be distributed by the internet only. If you are aware of a Hamptonian who does not have access to the internet please 
print a copy of the Newsletter and share it with them. Chapter and Regional Presidents should print the Newsletter for those members in 
your chapter or region who do not have access to the internet and share it with them. 
 
       Thank you again for allowing me to serve you as your First Vice President and I look forward to seeing those of you who have a 
reunion this year at our ñHome by the Seaò. 

 

 

PRESERVING OUR LEGACY  

Countdown to May 9, 2009!  Two years ago we pledged to raise $100,000 to purchase a National Hampton Alumni Association, Inc. 

Window in the new cafeteria.  As you move around the campus there is nothing that identifies the alumni association.  The cafeteria 
window is an opportunity to leave a lasting legacy on Hamptonôs campus and we need your help to make it a reality. 
 
As of December 31, 2009 we had given $40,725 leaving a balance of $59,725 to be paid no later than June 30, 2009.  Pledges to date 

include: 
 

 $10,000 from the NHAA, Inc. Board members 

 $13,000 from Chapters and Regions 
 
Thanks to the North Carolina Region and its chapters for pledging to support the window and to the Long Island, NY Chapter for its very 
generous gift of $16,135.  Now itôs time for the rest of us to follow their lead.  All of working together will make it happen. 
 
Chapters, Regions and Associations are asked to send their pledge amount to Anne Baird-Bridges at abridges@nhaainc.org by March 1

st
.  

There are many opportunities to support the NHAA, Inc. Window initiative.  You can: 
 

 Go to www.nhaainc.org and click on Alumni Programs, Alumni Giving, download the form and write a check  

 Give online go to www.hamptonu.edu and click on donate now. Make sure you indicate in ADDITIONAL COMMENTS- gift is to 
NHAA, INC. WINDOW 

 Watch for the ñBowling Partiesò in selected areas and support other fund raising activities as they take place in your local area. 

 Call an old friend or classmate and ask them to give too 

 As you make your gift to Hampton University please designate a portion to the NHAA, Inc. window. 
 
Iôm looking forward to announcing at the Alumni Awards and Recognition Banquet on Saturday, May 9

th
 that YES WE DID!    WE CAN DO 

IT WITH YOUR HELP.  Act now.  Thank you very much for your support.   

 

The POSSIBILITIES are UNLIMITED. 
 

mailto:jwickham@nhaainc.org
mailto:imladyj@aol.com
mailto:abridges@nhaainc.org
http://www.nhaainc.org/
http://www.hamptonu.edu/
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CONVE RSATION WITH YOUNG ALUMNI é 

Young alumni between classes 1995-2008 represent over 11,000 or about fifty percent (50%) of Hampton Universityôs alumni. The 
National Hampton Alumni Association, Inc. wants to make sure that these alumni are engaged in its activities and supporting our alma 
mater.  

 
PLAN TO ATTEND!! 

What:            ñA Conversation with Young Alumniò 

Dr. Patricia Larkins Hicks, NHAA, Inc. President and Mitchell Brown, Chair, Young Alumni Task Force will facilitate a 
dialogue with a panel of young alumni. Panelists will share their views of being a ñHampton alumnus;ò identify barriers that 
prevent young alumni from engaging in alumni activities; make recommendations about to increase participation of young 
alumni in  the association and support of Hampton. Forum participants will have an opportunity to ask panelists questions 
as well. 

When:  2009 Reunion Weekend 

                         Friday, May 8, 2009 
                         3:00 - 4:00 pm 
 
Where: Student Theater 

  Student Center 
  Hampton University 
 

Refreshments will be served immediately following the forum. 
 

 

CHAPTER NEWS  
 
NHAA, INC. ï CHARLOTTE CHAPTER CELEBRATES FOUNDERôS DAY   

 
Alumni of Charlotte Chapterôs NHAA, Inc. worshipped together at Parkwood Institutional Christian Methodist Episcopal Church, Charlotte, 
NC, on Sunday, January 25, 2009, in honor of Hampton Universityôs Founderôs Day.  Parkwood is pastored by Rev. Dr. Roderick D. Lewis, 
Sr. 
 
Members of the Charlotte chapter were welcomed during the 11:00 am services.  Alumni were inspired by the churchôs support and 
encouragement of itôs youth during the services, and by Dr. Lewisô timely message of ñA People With Visionò.  On behalf of the chapter, 
presentations were made to the church by 1st VP Lisa Fair, and 2nd VP and church member Brenda Mickles Foote.  A collective offering 
was donated to Parkwood and itôs Rayfield Metcalf Scholarship Fund.  An autographed copy of Omar Dickensonôs (HU) ñHow Great Thou 
Artò music was also presented to the church.   
 
The alumni chapter expressed appreciation to Parkwood Institutional CME for its support of Hampton University and the local alumni 
chapter.  Through dedicated members, the church sponsored two high school church members, Laquan Joseph, and Taharqa Porter, on 
the chapterôs 2008 HU High School Day bus trip; and they have posted Hampton event information that may be of interest to students and 
parents.  
 
After enjoying the services, and meeting church members, a group photo of alumni, the high school students, and the pastor was taken. 
Founderôs Day activities also included dinner and camaraderie between Alumni, Pastor and Mrs. Lewis, and friends, at Mimiôs Caf® @ 
Northlake, Charlotte, NC. 
 
Hampton Universityôs Founders Day was celebrated in 
love for each other and love for our ñHome By the Seaò, 
which was founded in January, 1868, by Brigadier General 
Samuel Chapman Armstrong.  For its beginning and 
continued ñEducation for Lifeò, our alumni are truly 
thankful.  
 
Celebrating Hampton Universityôs Founderôs Day at 
Parkwood Institutional CME Church:  
Members of NHAA, Inc. - Charlotte Chapter, former HU 
High School Day bus trip students, and Pastor Lewis.  
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Alumni Giving and Alumni Chapters 
Why They are Important? 
By Kitola Pleasants Henderson 
Columbia, Maryland Chapter 
 

Did know that most corporations and foundations base their contributions to colleges and universities on the percentage of alumni that 
give? Not on the amount of alumni donations, but on the percentage that give.  To date, Hamptonôs percentage of alumni giving is far 
below the national average.  Academic programs and degrees, faculty research and books in their libraries factor into the ranking of 
colleges and universities.  Alumni giving and participation also play a role.  Itôs fun to participate in a record turnout at Homecoming; itôs a 
moment of pride to see Hamptonôs band in the Inaugural Parade, itôs great to hear about Hamptonôs world renowned choir.  But isnôt it 
more important to be a graduate of a high ranking university with a strong endowment base? 
 
President Harvey and the Office of Development have done a fantastic job in bringing money to Hampton, so many may say, ñlet them  
continueò.  They will, but we need to do our part.  Iôm not talking about donations of $1,000 or more by a small majority, but donations of  
$5.00 (or more) from every Hampton graduate.  Wasnôt President Obama just elected with this kind of support? 

 
Hampton costs óan arm & a legô to attend.  Why does the school need our support?  Please consider the number of outstanding young 
people who need scholarships to attend college.  Hampton loses promising young scholars to other schools if substantial scholarships are 
not available.  Alumni giving funds scholarships. 
 
Why should I bother to participate in an alumni chapter?  Isnôt it just another social organization and Iôm not interested in socializing with 
Hamptonians?  Isnôt it just another organization competing for my resources of time and money?  Alumni Chapters are grassroots 
organizations.  They are the face and arms of Hampton in our communities.  Think awareness, think recruitment and think fundraising.  
Yes, alumni chapters need your time, but the commitment is minimal and yes we need your membership dues, also minimal.  Socializing 
and networking are not required. 
 
So, youôre proud that you are a Hampton grad!  Really!  Think about it.  Are you giving each year at least $5.00 to Hampton?  Are you a 
member of your local alumni chapter where the dues are $30 (note a percentage of dues goes directly to Hampton)?  Do you give a few 
hours each year to chair and/or participate in a fundraising activity, or represent Hampton at a local recruitment event or participate in a 
project that increases an awareness of Hampton in your community? 
 
Are you a proud Hamptonian? 

 
 

 

Washington D.C. Chapter Adopts Slogan of the President 
Carolyn E. Jackson ó72 
DC Chapter President 
 
The D.C. chapter has been busy implementing a ñYes We Canò posture with plans and activities to enlist the support of graduates of all 

ages. 
 
The year began at a feverish pace with the inauguration of President Barack Hussein Obama.  Many members of the D.C. Chapter of 
NHAA were able to witness first hand the Marching Force parade down Pennsylvania Avenue. 
 
The chapter published our newsletter which was distributed by first class mail to over 1100 households in the local area.  The newsletter is 
also available on line at http://nhaadc.org/pdf/PiratesPenJan2009.pdf 
 
We held a post inaugural membership Happy Hour at Mahogany a venue owned and operated by Hamptonian Jerome Starr.  New 
connections were made with alumni in the Washington D.C. area.  Jamie Bailey ô02 provided the major coordination for this event. We 
have an extreme challenge in assisting all local alum to become involved.  
 
We held a fundraiser at the Washington Wizards game January 31, 2009 jointly with local chapters of NHAA in the area. Darniece Shirley 
ó96 coordinated our chapter participation in this event. 
 

The Chapter is now in scholarship season and planning to host the Hampton University Concert Choir for their annual concert in 
Washington D.C. on February 28 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.  Monies from this event provide 
major support to our scholarship efforts each year.  Last year we were able to provide $5,000 to freshman entering Hampton.  This event is 
held in conjunction with the Washington D.C. Parentôs Club and chaired by alum Janis Brown Harris ó79.  

 
Chapter members are moving full steam ahead in support of the Mid Atlantic Regional conference which is being coordinated by the 
Montgomery County Chapter. 

http://nhaadc.org/pdf/PiratesPenJan2009.pdf
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An additional scholarship fund raiser is being planned. Our third annual Business Networking and Wine tasting event is scheduled April 11, 
2009.  Karyn Riley ô00 and her team are making plans to expand upon the wonderful event held last year. 
 
During April we will also host our semi annual Emeritus Class meeting.  During our last Emeritus Class meeting, many of our emeritus 
class members reflected on the election of Barack Obama as President.  These meetings are hosted at the home of loyal Hamptonians 
Clarence and Jan Pearson. 
 
We have much work to be done and the chapter is steadfastly marching forward embracing possibilities unlimited with enthusiasm. 
 
   

 
 
Hamptonians signing up at the Post Inaugural Membership Happy Hour. 
 

 
 
It sure is fun being a Hamptonian 
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CHAPTER AND AFFILIATE ORGANIZATION NEWS  

 
The Boosters Club ï Legacy of Support 
 
The HU Boosters Club (HUB) was established to increase financial support for all athletic teams and to increase fan support and school 
spirit. The HUB offers five (5) membership categories to meet a personôs budget. All net proceeds go directly to support Hampton athletics 
and if you are an alumnus, your donation will be credited in your name to your chapter or class. However, a person does not have to be a 
graduate of Hampton to join. The HUB offers trips to away football games and an opportunity to meet and greet players and coaches. 
Additionally, members may receive reserved seating at home football and basketball games, free parking, football tailgates, HUB wearing 
apparel, the quarterly newsletter and team schedules. Above all, members are identified as loyal supporters of HU athletic teams. This 
year we want to significantly increase  
the number of members to increase the donations to the athletic programs. You can join by contacting the HUB President, Joe Lewis at 
757-766-0554 or the membership committee at hamptonuboostersclub@verizon.net. The HUB address is Hampton University Boosters 
Club, P.O. Box 243, Hampton, VA 23669 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hamptonuboostersclub@verizon.net

